Dear Colleagues,


The Chabot Gladiators are pleased to invite you to attend the Chabot College Forensics Tournament on Friday, February 1st, 2013.   


We will be 4 rounds of NFA-LD with out-rounds corresponding to entry.  I wish this tournament to be open to all teams, including those with limited budgets.  With that said, I have made the entry fees low, in hoping to include more students/teams.  However, judging always remains an issue, so we will continue to charge teams a common rate for uncovered teams.  We would rather have your judges then your money.  

All entries must be received by Wednesday January 30th by 12:00 noon.  This time limit will be strictly enforced.  All entries must be completed utilizing the web entry process found at We will be utilizing an entry fee system. Fees will be collected on Friday between 2:00 and 3:00 pm.  W will be able to make some change but please do all you can to be exact. If you will be paying by a school check, try to be within $50 dollars of your fees.  Please make all checks out to Chabot College Forensics.   If you have further questions or require any assistance regarding the tournament, please e-mail me at james@chabotcollege.edu.  We look forward to seeing you at Chabot College.

Sincerely,





Jason Ames and Angela Gregory,   





Tournament Directors



           

TOURNAMENT SCHEDULE
11:00
REGISTRATION—ENTRY FEES:  Executive Board Room, Building 200


Registration desk/Tab Room phone:  (510) 684-3069

PARLIAMENTARY DEBATE AND INDIVIDUAL EVENTS SCHEDULE

FRIDAY,  February 1st, 2012
12:00 – 1:15
Round 1
1:30 – 2:45
Round 2

3:00 – 4:15
Round 3

4:30 – 5:45
Round 4

6:15 or ASAP
Quarters
7:15 or ASAP
Semis

8:15 or ASAP
Finals
The tournament schedule may change due to entry size.  Any schedule changes will be posted.  We will start awards ASAP (heck, we may even due it in round!).  
Registration Procedure
Entry Procedure:  Entries will only be accepted on-line.  It will take you a few minutes to set up your school’s account, but once that is done the system is a breeze.   

To enter go to www.forensicstournament.net
The system will accept entries and changes until NOON on Wednesday January 29th, 2013.   If you have drops or adds, you need to go to the webpage and make them yourself.  As of noon on Wenesday January 25th, fees will be set and changes will not be allowed on-line.  If you have drops after that date, please email them to me at james@chabotcollege.edu.  Please note that drops after fees assessment will be charged.

Location
TOURNAMENT SITE:  Chabot College
Tournament Headquarters and Tab Room:  Executive Board Room, Building 200.  Most (if not all) of the debates will be held in building 800.

Postings will be in the Cafeteria. 

Parking:  You will need to buy a parking permit each day or you will be ticketed. I have no control over this. Permit machines are located in the various parking lots.  It is advisable to park in Lot B, as this is closer to tab.  
Awards: Building 700 Event Center, Room 722

Divisions of Competition
Registration will be taken for two divisions of competition:  Novice and Open.


b)
Debate:  If a debate division does not have at least 7 teams, from a variety of schools, then the Tournament Director may combine divisions prior to the start of competition.

Open Division.  Any student no longer eligible for Junior shall be in Open. However, any student may enter open division if they desire.

Novice Division.  Novice Division shall be open only to those students meeting NCFA Novice Eligibility Requirements: (NOTE: NCFA NOVICE ELIGIBILITY IS STRICTER THAN NATIONAL ORGANIZATION RULES.)

A.  High School Experience in Debate -  If a student has competed in high school for one year in "A" division, the student must compete in junior or open division.

B.  College Experience in Debate - If a student, at two tournaments, wins an elimination round above the octo-final level, in any debate format (Team  or LD) then s/he loses novice eligibility.

Sweepstakes Divisions:  

In order to keep costs and fees low, there will be no sweepstakes awards.  
Judging


Judging commitment will be based on the following formula: One judge covers two debaters.   Judges are expected to judge one round beyond the point their students are eliminated from competition.  If Octofinals are held in debate, judges will be expected to judge two rounds beyond the point their students are eliminated from competition. 


I am concerned about the amount of quality hired judges that will be available, especially on a Friday.  Judges with students in elimination rounds who fail to pick up their ballots may have their students disqualified.  It is vital judges are present during the critical elimination rounds.  If you want some respite, you might need to bring adequate judges, not your money, so we hope you can acquire the necessary judges to cover your commitment.  Because of the difficulty of finding enough qualified debate judges, we will allow schools only TWO uncovered debate teams.  Also, we need schools to cover their Friday commitments.


If you anticipate problems meeting your commitment, please let us know in advance and we will make efforts to assist you.  Hired judges and coaches who are asked to judge beyond their commitment will be compensated at the hired judges rate.  

Qualified Judge

A qualified  judge for Junior or Open divisions shall be:


a)  a college forensics coach, or Speech instructor;


b)  a former college forensics coach;


c)  a  present or former high school forensics coach 


d)  a college graduate who competed for 2 or more years


e) Lay members of the public with sufficient education or experience to judge intercollegiate forensics


f)  a person who has not completed a B.A., but who may judge, upon being cleared by the tournament director. We reserve the right to ask undergraduate judges about their experience and background in forensics before placing them in the judging pool.  The key restictions are:


a)  They are limited to judging divisions below which they are eligible to compete


b)  They must have extensive experience and a distinguished record in the events they are judging.

A) NFA Format
1.  The tournament will be using the 2012 – 2013 NFA LD topic:  
2.  Their will be no “Warm Room”.  The official records will be kept in a closed tab room. 

3.  A 5 minute forfeit rule will be strictly enforced.  Any debater not ready to debate 5 minutes after the scheduled start time forfeits unless the delay is the fault of the tournament.

6. Time blocks are 1 hour and 15 minutes for each round. Disclosing of the decision is allowed as long as both teams agree.  If one team does not want to know the decision, the critic may disclose to the second team outside the presence of the first team.  Plesae limit your disclosures to 5 minutes or less!!!!

D) Pairings


1.  Debate rounds 1 and 2 will be set at random

2.  If entry warrants, rounds 3 and 4  will be power matched 

E)  Elimination Round Advancement and Seeding will be based on the following
(Brackets will be broken)


1.  won-lost record, 


2.  adjusted speaker points (dropping high-low)


3.  overall speaker points


4.  adjusted speaker points (dropping double high-low)


5.  strength of opponents’ record


6.  opponents’ points


7.  coin flip

Lodging

Since Chabot College is centrally located, it is my assumption a number of schools will be commuting back and forth and not staying overnight.  My other assumption is that some schools may also be competing at Las Positas’ tournament on Saturday.  If this is the case, I would encourage you to use the hotel rooms they have set up.  It would be easier for you in the morning.  Thus, there is no “block” of rooms.  However, the La Quinta Inn on Hesperian is always very accommodating to the friends of Chabot College.  
La Quinta Inn
20777 Hesperian Boulevard  Hayward, CA 94541
(510) 732-6300
Fees:

School Fee







$25

NFA-LD slot






$20

Uncovered Nfa-ld debater


$40

Judging & Fee Computation Sheet

School ___________________________________  Code ___________

DOF _____________________________________

Office Phone ___________________ Home Phone ___________________ FAX __________________

Fee Calculation:


School Fee
=   $        25.00 


NFA-LD Debater  x $20.00
=   $ __________



Uncovered Debater: $40.00
=   $ __________


Total    
=   $ __________

